AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 




(Currently AViended) A computing device comprising; 
an operating syst e 

a non-volatile meiApry to store a pre-operating system software program; 
a disk memory to stq-e an operating system present software progra m and an operating 
system : and 

a protected storage meciium configured to enable secure exchange of a protected message 
between the pre-operating system software program to pass an information to and_the operating 
system present software programX 



2. (Original) The computimg device of claim 1 further comprising: 
a first interface to provide the pre-operating system software program access to the 

protected storage medium; and 

a second interface to provide ih\ operating system present software program access to the 

protected storage medium. 



3. (Original) The computing device of claim 1 wherein the protected storage medium is 
a non-volatile re-writeable memory device) 

4. (Cancelled), 

5. (Currently Amended) The computing device of claim 4-l_wherein the information 
protected message is passed exchanged during tl^e booting boot-up of the computing device. 

6. (Cancelled). 

7. (Currently Amended) The computing cievice of claim 6-J^wherein the information 
is passed during the booting of the computing device protected message includes user 
authentication information. 



8. (Cancelled). 

9. (Currently Amended) The computing device onclaim 1 wherein the protected 
storage medium is further configured to enable the operating system present software program to 
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securely pass -store the information to protected message for the pre-operating system software 
program subsequent to boot-up of the complying device . 

10. (Currently Amended) The computing device of claim 9 wherein the information 
protected message is retrieved by the pre-©perating system software program after 
rebooting during reboot of the computing^device. 

11. (Currently Amended) A method comprising: 

providing a first interface to aA)rotected storage medium to enable a pre-operating system 
software program access to the-a_prQiected storage medium; and . 

enabling the pre-operating ystem software program to perform secure storage of a 
protected message for the operating system present software program within the protected 
storage medium: and 

providing a second interflbce to the protected storage medium to enable an-the_operating 
system present software program to access te-the protected storage medium to enable secure 
exchange of the protected message between the pre-operating system software program and the 
operating system present software program . 

12. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1 1 wherein the protected storage 
medium \r . a nnn volatile r^ writeable memory device message includes user authentication 
information . 

13. (Cancelled). 

14. (Cancelled/ 

15. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 44-1 1 wherein enabling providing 
comprises: 

enabling the/pre operating s y s t e m s oftware program to stor e th e information to th e 
protected storage niedium; and 

enabling the operating system present software program to perform secure retrieve 
retrieval of the information protected message from the protected storage medium. 
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16. (Currently Amended) 
message is stored during the boot: 



17. (Cancelled). 

18. (Currently Amended) The n^ethod of claim 1 1 further comprising: 
enabling the operating system present software program to securely pass an information 

te -perform secure storage of a protected request for the pre-operating system software program 
subsequent to boot-up of the computing flevice . 

19. (Currently Amended) T/he method of claim 18 wherein enabling comprises: 
enabling the operating systeny present software program to store the information to the 

protected storage medium; and 

enabling the pre-operatingy^ystem software program to perform secure retrieve retrieval 
of the information protected request from the protected storage medium. 

20. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 19 wherein the information p rotected 
request is retrieved by the pre-operating system software program after rebooting during reboot 
of the computing device. 

21. (Currently Amended) A machine readable medium having instructions stored 
thereon which when exe/uted by a processor cause the processor to perform operations 
comprising: 

providing a fir^t interface to a protected storage medium to enable a pre-operating system 
software program access to the-a_protected storage medium; and 

enabling theypre-operating system software program to perform secure storage of a 
protected message for the operating system present software program within the protected 
storage medium: and 

providing /a second interface to the protected storage medium to enable an -the operating 
system present software program to access te-the protected storage medium to enable secure 
exchange of thef protected message between the pre-operating system software program and the 
operating system present software program . 
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22. (Cancelled). 

23. (Cancelled). 

24. (Currently Amended) T}nc machine readable medium of claim 21 wherein the 
instructions cause the processor to p^orm further operations comprising: 

enabling the operating system present software program to securely pass an information 
to n second operating fivfitem prer . emt software program via perform secure retrieval of the 
protected message from the protected storage medium. 

25. (Currently Amendfed) The machine readable medium of claim 21 wherein the 
instructions cause the processor to perform further operations comprising: 

enabling the operating system present software program to perform securely secure 
storage of pass an infomiQtion to a protected request for the pre-operating system software 
program subsequent to Boot-up of the device . 

Please add the following new claims: 

26. (New) The machine readable medium of claim 21 wherein the instructions cause 
j>Jof2^sov to perform further operations corrtprising: 

enabling the pre-operating system software program to perform secure retrieval of the 
information from the protected storage medium during reboot of the computing device. 



27. (New) The method oj claim 1 1 further comprising: 
accessing, via the second irfterface, user authentication information from the protected 
storage; and 

authenticating, by an operating system present user authentication software program, a 
user according to the user authentication information. 



28. (New) The method of claim 11, wherein providing further comprises: 
requesting, by /a pre-operating system user authentication software program, user 
authentication information; 
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accessing, via the first interface, user authenycation information from the protected 
storage; / 

authenticating, by an operating system present user authentication software program, a 
user according to the user authentication information; 

storing , via the second interface, user authentication information from the protected 
storage, if the user authentication is successfml; and 

otherwise, disabling boot-up of a computing device. 

29. (New) The machine readable medium of claim 21 wherein the instructions cause 
the processor to perform further operatio/is comprising: 

accessing, via the second interfajce, user authentication information from the protected 
storage; and / 

authenticating, by an operating/system present user authentication software program, a 
user according to the user authentication information. 

30. (New) The machine ifeadable medium of claim 21 wherein the instructions cause 
the processor to perform further operations comprising: 

requesting, by a pre-operatmg system user authentication software program, user 
authentication information; / 

accessing, via the first intMace, user authentication information from the protected 
storage; / 

authenticating, by an operating system present user authentication software program, a 
user according to the user authentication information; 

storing , via the seconfl interface, user authentication information from the protected 
storage, if the user authentication is successful; and 

otherwise, disabling/boot- up of a computing device. ~ 
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